Typical questions:  
1) Do you start housebreaking?  Yes, since our dogs live with us in the house they all start housebreaking at six weeks (go outside and receive praise) and crate training at eight weeks.  

2) Can I meet the puppy’s mother and father?  Generally you will meet the dam (mother) and her relatives.  We have found it best to use a stud dog due to our lead male’s intolerance of other males.  

3) May we see/visit where the pups are born and raised?  Yes, we encourage people to start visiting their puppy at five weeks.  We prefer pups to have developed some immunity prior to exposure from outsiders.  We provide photos, letters, and videos until parents can visit or pick-up their new babies.  We have references that have purchased and/or visited their puppy prior to eight weeks.  Puppies go home at eight weeks.  Unfortunately some individuals are too far away to visit their puppy while the pup grows.  That’s why we try to send lots of photos and letters.  We want future families to be a part of the puppy’s growing up.  We also provide a puppy CD of all the pictures we have with their puppy in it, even if a poor shot.  We typically have 80-100 photos on these CDs.  Plus any videos.  
4) How many litters do you have per year?  We strive to have no more than one litter per year.  If we lost a litter or our females were not yet ready we may end up with two litters the following year.  

5) What happens to your retired dogs?  Our retired dogs are put up for sale or provided to one of my family members as a pet, depending on the dog’s age.  We do not “put to sleep” a dog unless the health of the dog is such that it will have no quality of life.  Angel had only one litter back in 2005 and was subsequently spayed.  Angel still resides with us, in our home.  
6) What breeds do you raise?  We only have Collies, and most of our Collies are of the smooth variety.  We strive to produce rough and smooth coat puppies in each litter.  We generally keep one or two adult roughs to grow out into champions.   
7) What is your dog’s life span?  A Collie typically lives 12-14 years.  Our oldest is over nine years old.  Our next oldest is her son, age five.

8)  What type of dog food do you feed your dogs and pups?  We use a name brand – like Purina One dry with supplements.  We add yogurt, eggs, and salmon to their diet.  Puppies start on softer food and by six weeks are on dry food.  We add items or changes in the diet based on age or skin/coat conditions and time of year.

9) What immunization protocol does your breeding dogs and pups follow?  Puppies typically have their eye exam by a certified dog eye vet at 5-8 weeks.  First shots are 6-8 weeks.  Second set 3-4 weeks later (usually pups are home and 2nd sets administered by the new owner), third set and rabies at 12-15 weeks depending on the vet’s program.  We have annual health checks and boosters on all adult dogs.  We do not self-administer shots.  All shots and boosters are given by a qualified vet.   

10)  Do your puppies have any type of socialization prior to being sent to their new home?  Yes.  Puppies visit with new owners and local residents in the doggie den within our home.  We vacuum, clean, watch TV with the dogs in their doggie den.  They travel with us to PetsMart, Home Depot, etc.  They have their first grooming at PetsMart prior to going home to help adapt them to grooming expectations of their new parents.  In addition puppies are exposed to both in-town living at the townhouse and yard life at the cabin which has ¾ acre fenced yard for running and play.  They learn about people having work schedules, how to walk on the leash, and dealing with “city” noises.  They take walks by the lake, by the ballparks, around the development – visiting with residents, etc.  They also drive around town when the weather permits while I visit the grocery, get gas, etc.  Dogs/puppies are never kept in an outdoor kennel.  Dogs are never kept outdoors overnight or for extended day time periods.  Even with perfect weather everyone comes in for nap time.
11)  Are you affiliated with any breed association?  Yes.  I am a member of the Collie Club of America and the Collie Health Foundation.  We also frequently use links through these associations to answers new or prospective owner’s questions regarding Collie health.  Collie Club of America has adopted a Code of Ethics that we abide by.
12)   Do you require spay/neuter contracts on your pet quality puppies?  We require spay/neuter contracts on any puppy we sell, even show quality, when the prospective owner is not able to establish a need for full registration.

13)  If, for any reason we are unable to keep the puppy, what is your policy?  We will take the dog back or assist you in finding a proper home (based on location).  We do not want any of the dogs we bred going to a shelter.  Base on circumstances we have a partial refund policy up to four years.  We have relatives throughout the country plus we are acquainted with several breeders in various areas, all desiring to see dogs properly placed and not “put down”.  We will make every effort to help you find a new home for your family member.

